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About Map My Family Tree
Product Overview
Place names and locations say a lot about a family’s history. They tell you where your ancestors
lived and help you determine geographic locations for further family history research. Correctly
spelled place names ensure family history data is accurate, specific, complete and unique. Exact
location can help you to understand what type of lifestyle your ancestors may have had and where
to look for further information. Place description is also important when publishing or sharing
research.

The Joy of Maps
· You can publish your research in the form of a geographic map, and share it with friends,
relatives and colleagues. See your ancestors' time in place. See how your family is distributed
across the country, or the World.
· You can analyze migration paths, trends in name, event type and place correlations, and other
interesting facts. You can spot new opportunities for research by identifying court houses,
archives, etc in proximity of where your ancestors lived.
· Your family history map becomes your geographic calling card. By exchanging and examining
each other's family tree maps, genealogists and family historians can tell at a glance if they
share common areas of interest. This is much more powerful than searching for places by
keyword, because two neighboring places can be close together, and their inhabitants may
have comingled, but you would not catch it if the town names did not appear exactly in your
respective family trees.

Advantages of complete, well-formatted place names
· Suggest possible new, or more specific avenues of research such as court houses, churches
and censuses. Censuses, in particular, require full names with county included.
· Identify possible relationships or associations between people by seeing how people are
grouped together geographically.
· Increase the possibilities of matching to other sources such as genealogy research data files.

Place Name Analysis
Map My Family Tree™ is a powerful, versatile tool for place name analysis, data correction and
exploration of genealogical data files.
With Map My Family Tree you can:
· Quickly identify inaccuracies in your place name data.
· Preview your family history from a geographical perspective to discover new leads based on
kinship of location.
· Eyeball a GEDCOM file for place name quality and relevance before import.
Think of Map My Family Tree as a spell checker for place names. It will quickly check all your place
names and red-flag incorrect spellings and incomplete place names. No changes will be made to
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your data file; instead, Map My Family Tree will suggest corrections that you can copy and paste to
your genealogy data base. This assessment is presented by geographical area or by error type, and
can be viewed on screen or printed for later review. Map My Family Tree lets you customize the way
you view this information so you can quickly zero in on what is most important to you. This is
especially important for larger data files.

Map My Family Tree as a research tool.
When making original entries in your family history data file, you can search the Gazetteer for the
correct location and format for the place name, then simply copy and paste.
TIP: Map My Family Tree includes a built in link to MapQuest. Select a place name from the
results list in the Gazetteer and click on the Internet button to see a current map for that place.
Note: You must have an Internet connection for this option to work.

File Compatibility
Map My Family Tree is compatible with all genealogy data file programs that can produce GEDCOM
5.5 files. Map My Family Tree will also accommodate Western European diacritics.
For the following genealogy database programs, Map My Family Tree can read the data files directly
without having to create a GEDCOM file:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Ancestry Family Tree™
Ancestral Quest™
Family Historian
Family Tree Maker® 2007 or earlier
Heritage Family Tree Deluxe
Legacy Family Tree
Personal Ancestral File®
RootsMagic™
The Master Genealogist™

Ver. 1.4.1 Thursday, December 23, 2010 2:03 PM

Where to get help
Progeny Genealogy is committed to supporting our products and our customers. Following these
steps, in sequence, you will ensure the most expedient resolution to your problem or question:
Program Help
Program Help provides you with direct access to all the information you need to use this product.
Help can be accessed by:
Clicking on Help in the menu bar, then selecting Contents and Index.... Here you can either
browse through the table of contents or search on a specific word or subject.
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OR
Selecting the Help icon in the toolbar.

OR
Pressing the <F1> key.
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
To access our Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) list, you must be connected to the Internet.
Then, select Help, Frequently Asked Questions from the Map My Family Tree menu.
Free Support Forum
Sometimes, when all else fails, you just need to ask the experts. Progeny Genealogy Inc. provides
a free Support Forum to registered users of Map My Family Tree. Simply click the Technical
Support option under the Help menu. Your default Internet Browser will automatically open the
Technical Support Forum page.
Note: You must be connected to the Internet to access this feature.
About Progeny Genealogy
Click on this option to access Progeny's web site, and view some of the many products designed to
make your family history quest more enjoyable and rewarding.
Check for Updates
Click here to download the latest version of Map My Family Tree.

System Requirements
Your computer system must meet certain requirements to properly install and run Map My Family
Tree™. If you encounter any difficulty while installing or running the program, check these minimum
hardware and software requirements:
·
·
·
·
·

IBM or 100 percent compatible
Microsoft Windows® 2000, XP Home or Pro
300 MHz-speed Processor (Pentium® III recommended)
64 MB RAM minimum required (128MB RAM or higher recommended)
300 MB free disk space for full installation. Additional disk space will be required to create a
Geo-Coded file from your genealogy data file.
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· VGA or better monitor.
· Internet connection required to access MapQuest, Google Maps, Google Earth and
TerraServer USA.

Getting Started with Map My Family Tree
How Map My Family Tree works
This section helps you get started quickly with Map My Family Tree. Here you will find explanations
of the main screens and the four basic steps required to analyze your place names:
1. Starting Map My Family Tree
2. Opening a Data File
3. Geo-Coding
4. Viewing the Results
For general information about this program, see About Map My Family Tree. For more details on all
available program functions see Menu Bar.

Starting Map My Family Tree
The first time you start the program, Map My Family Tree opens with an empty screen like this. The
screen is divided into three regions:
· The Place Tree (left)
· The Map Pane (top right)
· The Data List or Persons List (bottom)
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Because you have not told Map My Family Tree which data file you wish to work with, the Windows
Open dialog box will also be displayed.
NOTE 1: After you have opened your first data file, Map My Family Tree will always start with the
most recently used data file pre-loaded. If for some reason this data file no longer exists (i.e. it
has been moved to a different folder, has been renamed, or has been deleted), then you must
select another by clicking on File, Open.
NOTE 2: The first time Map My Family Tree runs, it will automatically check Progeny
Genealogy's Web site to see if there is a new version available. If your PC cannot access the
Internet, and Map My Family Tree is having a problem recognizing that an Internet connection is
not available, add "-NI" (without the quotes) after the program name, in the Target section of the
shortcut Properties:
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The program can also be launched from a command line with the "-NI" argument.

Opening a Data File
Map My Family Tree is compatible with all genealogy data base programs that can produce a
GEDCOM 5.5 file. In addition, Map My Family Tree can read the following data files directly without
having to first create a GEDCOM file:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Ancestry Family Tree (*.aft)
Ancestral Quest (*.aq)
Family Historian (*.ged)
Family Tree Maker 2007 and earlier (*.ftw)
Heritage Family Tree Deluxe (*.aq)
Legacy Family Tree (*.fdb)
Personal Ancestral File (*.paf)
RootsMagic (*.rmg)
The Master Genealogist (*.tmg, *.pjc)

To open a data file:
1. Click on File, Open (or Ctrl+O), and you will get the standard Windows Open dialog.
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2. Browse to the folder where you keep your data.
3. Select the data file you want to examine.
4. Click Open.
IMPORTANT: Map My Family Tree can not read GEDCOM files exported in the Unicode
(UCS-16) character set. For best results, export your GEDCOM file in either ANSI, ANSEL or
UTF-8 format.
If your file is too large, Map My Family Tree will display a warning and an opportunity to abort. To
work around this problem, extract a subset of your data (for example, all persons with a given
surname, or all of a person's ancestors). Future version of Map My Family Tree will be enhanced to
support larger files.

Can't find your file? "Missing" people?
If you have recently added people to your data base, and Map My Family Tree doesn't seem to find
them, this could be an indication that you are looking at a different, older file.
Click here for help in finding your data file.

Geo-Coding
Map My Family Tree will first gather all the place names from your data file, then compare each of
them with the Gazetteer. You will see a dialog box showing the progress of the Geo-Coding
operation.

Viewing the Results
When finished Geo-Coding, Map My Family Tree will display the Place Tree which can be sorted
geographically using the drop down list at the top...
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…or the list can be sorted by error type.

Note: If Sort Geographically is selected in the left drop list, the right drop list is active, allowing
you to:
· Show Errors Only: the right pane will display the list of places that contain one of the eight
errors.
· Show All: the right pane will display your entire list of place names for each jurisdiction.
If Sort by Error Type is selected in the left drop list, the right drop list is inactive.
See Analyzing the Data to learn about about the errors displayed in the Place Tree.

Click on a country, in the Place Tree, to see a map of that country displayed in the Map Pane.

Some countries can be expanded to see states (or provinces, or other names used to designate the
level of jurisdiction below national). Click on the '+' symbol to expand the country, then click on the
name of the state in the Place Tree to see a map of the state:
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Not all countries have separate 'state' maps. This is due to the size of the country and its
jurisdictions. Progeny will continue to digitize state and country maps, and will offer new maps in the
future.

Place Names
Map My Family Tree looks for only one specific item in the events field of your data file: where did
the event happen? Obviously some place names may contain information that the program cannot
evaluate. For example: “birth, 17 July 1877, Stanley’s barn on the old post road.” Map My Family
Tree will attempt to geo-code this information, but will likely not come up with the best answer. You
can identify this as a custom place to circumvent this problem.
When there is geographic information, however, Map My Family Tree will search for a match and
present possible results for you to evaluate.
Occupation names, and other fields such as Military rank, Social Security Number, nobility title, etc.,
are best stored in the Description field of the event or attribute.
Formatting
There is a generally accepted format for describing places. Map My Family Tree defines this format
as:
Town, County, State, Country
Example: If you are entering data for a birth event that happened in Sandoz, California, Map My
Family Tree will suggest the correct format as: Sandoz, Calaveras, California, United States.
Official Place
This is how a recognized political location in the Progeny Gazetteer, is displayed as Town, County,
State, Country.
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Custom Place
Map My Family Tree enables the user to add custom places to the Progeny Gazetteer. A custom
place is a location for an event in your personal data file that does not match any Official Place.
Once added, that location will no longer be listed as an error when you perform your next audit.
Duplicate Place Names
Try looking up Weert, Limburg, Netherlands in the Gazetteer, and you will find there are actually two
of them. For duplicate place names such as this one, you will have to learn to read latitude and
longitude to know for sure which of them is the correct place for the event in your data file.
NOTE: For now, duplicate names will still appear as Ambiguous in the place tree. This will be
corrected in a future update.
NOTE: There are many different names for political locations: state, province, sector, district,
county, parish, canton. The Gazetteer in Map My Family Tree will provide results that recognize
those differences, and describe the location in the correct format.
Should I Change My Data File?
It’s your data file, and you are the one who must decide whether to make changes. Map My Family
Tree will provide you with enormous resources, but in the end, you alone will choose which
information is accurate, and what needs to be changed. See Making Corrections for information
about how to update your data file.

Map My Family Tree highlights
Map My Family Tree has gotten better with each new update. We have listened to what our
customers want and are doing our best to add them to the program.
In addition to plotting place names from your data file onto a map, Map My Family Tree offers other
great features such as filtering, time scrolling, and the ability to add custom places.

Highlights:
Filters
Filters allow you to choose certain criteria to determine which places appear on your maps. To
create a new filter, click on Filter in the menu bar and select Add/Change. From here you can
choose to filter by name, gender, date or event type.
Placemarkers are then used to mark the towns where events occurred that match the filters you
have created.
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When you open the filter list you will be able to manage your filters by adding, changing or deleting
them.

Time Scrolling
Time Scrolling is a wonderful feature that enables you to choose what time span you wish to appear
on your maps.
To change the active time period represented, simply click on the button at the left of the scroll bar
and then move the Time Scroll thumbtrack left or right.

Towns, where events occurred within the time period, show up as red dots, while the towns outside
the time period appear as white dots (or disappear, depending on the options you have chosen).
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For more information about Time Scrolling and available options, see Time Scrolling.

Custom Places
The Progeny Gazetteer is able to take your custom places and add them to your maps by
associating them with a nearby town or community.
To create a custom place:
1. Right click on a place in the place list that you would like to create a custom place name for,
and select Suggest Replacement.
2. Highlight one of the towns or communities provided that is nearest your custom place (this is
creating an association).
3. Click on Add Custom Place button at the bottom.
4. If you know the Latitude and Longitude of the exact place, enter the coordinates.
5. Click Add, Close and Update Geo-code.
At first it will appear as Ambiguous but if you close and reopen the file, it will appear where it should,
with a dot on the map and the people associated with that place in the data list.

User Options
Menu Bar
Map My Family Tree provides six general functions in the menu bar at the top of the screen.

File Options
Start here to open your data file or update your geo-code. You may also want to Publish, Print, and
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Preview your maps.
Update Geo-Code
This starts the Map My Family Tree engine and performs a new audit (See Geo-Coding) of your
data file.

This is a good way to test your corrections.
Note: Every time you open a file, Map My Family Tree will automatically look for changes and
additions, and update the geo-code.
Publish
This option will enable you to save the Map view as an image, in the JPG, GIF, PNG, TIFF or BMP
format. (See Publish).
You can also publish your map as a PDF file.
Print, Print Preview
This option will show you a preview of the printed output of the map. (See Printing).
Print Setup
Change printer, paper orientation, etc. (See Print Setup).
Place Report (or Ctrl+R)

This brings up the Report Options screen. For more details, see the Report section.
Most Recently Used files (MRU)
Once you've opened a file, it will appear in the Recently Used File List, located under File in the
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menu. To open it again, just click on it in the list. Map My Family Tree will store up to six files in this
list.

Edit Options
Preferences
You can customize the way Map My Family Tree performs its analysis of place names.

Each of these menu selections will open the Preferences dialog at the selected tab. For more details
about preferences and how these options can be used to produce results that fill you own special
requirements, see the section on Preferences.

View Options
From this menu you can zoom in or out, pan or restore the image to its original size. You may also
choose to show or hide various aspects of the screen, such as the toolbar, the status bar, or the
data list by selecting or de-selecting here.

Standard Toolbar
There are eleven tools located just under the menu bar. They are designed to provide easy access
to the most frequently used functions of the program.

· Open (goes to the standard windows Open dialog)
· Print (goes to Print dialog)
· Search Places (goes to the Progeny Gazetteer)
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· Places Report (goes to Report Options dialog)
· Link to MapQuest (must have access to the internet for this option)
· Link to Google Earth (must have access to the internet for this option)
·
·
·
·
·
·

Zoom in
Zoom out
Zoom scroll bar
Pan
Refresh
Help (goes to the Help file)

· Backward
· Forward
Status Bar
The Status Bar is located at the bottom of the Place Tree and Map Pane. When you point to any
item in the menu bar, the status bar will offer a brief description of the function of that selection. For
example, when you select View in the menu bar, and point to Map, you will see "Display Map
window" in the status bar. See "Status Bar" for more information.

Gazetteer Options
This is a list of place names from around the world, each carefully formatted and including the
latitude and longitude. You can reach the Gazetteer from the menu bar, or by clicking the Search
Places icon in the toolbar. For detailed information about how to use the Progeny Gazetteer, go to
the Gazetteer topic.

Map Options
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The maps are the heart of Map My Family Tree. The Map menu enables you to modify various
aspects of these maps such as the color, font and title format. For more detailed information, go to
the Map topic.

Help Options
There are several ways to find the help you need while using Map My Family Tree. See Where to
get help for more information.
About Map My Family Tree
The product version number can be found here. Remember to include this when contacting
Progeny Genealogy for customer support.

Check for Updates
Logs on to Progeny’s Web site (Internet access required), to check if there are free updates
available. The program will offer to download & install the updates if there are any available. Map
My Family Tree will check if there are any new versions. Click on "See what's new" to learn more.
Map My Family Tree will calculate and display the size of the download.
If you hold down the <Shift> key when clicking on "Check for updates", Map My Family Tree will
display the transmission log at the end of the session. This can be useful for troubleshooting. You
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may be asked to do this by support personnel in case of problems.
If Map My Family Tree does not terminate fast enough for the downloading utility, a message will
appear prompting you to try again, or abort. Click on "Try again" to continue the updating process.

Preferences
You can use the Preferences Options to customize several aspects of Map My Family Tree,
including the way your data file is Geo-Coded, how the results of the analysis are presented, and
whether the coordinates are displayed in degrees-minutes-seconds, or decimal degrees.
To Change Preferences:
1. From the menu bar, click on Edit.
2. Select Preferences.

3. Choose a menu option.
The corresponding Preferences dialog will then be displayed.

Audit Options Tab
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Region to search first:
Map My Family Tree can perform a search in two ways:
· United States first
or
· Canada/Europe/Australia/New Zealand first
Select the option that reflects the region where most of your family is found. This will speed up the
Geo-Coding search, and produce more precise results. Either option will not affect the results,
except for ambiguous or incorrect places.
Country required in place name:
This is checked by default, which means that the audit will report an error every time it finds a place
that is missing the name of the country. You can turn this function off by un-checking this box.
Enable the Comma Insertion Scan:
This is selected by default, which means that the program will compensate for missing commas
while auditing place names You can turn this function off by de-selecting this box. Turning this
feature off will speed up the Geo-Coding.
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You can quickly return these selections to default by clicking on the Default button.

Display Options Tab
Here you can view the entire list of errors that Map My Family Tree will examine. You can deselect
items from this list as you prefer.

NOTE: The "Misspelled places" option is de-selected by default. If you turn this option on, you
may find that the Geo-Coding of your data files can take longer. The status bar will indicate if the
check for Misspelled places is turned on or off for your file.
On this screen you can also choose whether to display the county in the Place Tree (at left) by
selecting the appropriate radio button.

Gazetteer Options Tab
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You can choose to append the word "county" after the name of the county by marking the
checkbox. Deselect the checkbox to leave the word "county" out of the results list.
You may use the traditional method for displaying latitude and longitude, in degrees, minutes and
seconds...

...or you may prefer to display the coordinates in decimals:
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Customizing the Screen
No two people are exactly alike so you have the option to customize your screen by adding or
removing different components to suit your needs.
Standard Toolbar
Check on or off to display the Standard Toolbar at the top of the screen by selecting View,
Standard Toolbar.

The Standard Toolbar allows you to
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Open a data file
Print
Search for a place name in the Gazetteer
Generate a list of places Report
Access MapQuest (Internet required)
Access Google Earth (Internet required)
Zoom In (You can also use the mouse to zoom).
Zoom Out
Zoom Scroll bar
Pan
Restore
Program Help
Backward
Forward

Status Bar
The Status Bar is located at the bottom of the screen, and displays informational messages. The
right-hand part dynamically displays the latitude and longitude as the cursor glides across the map.
If you wish to hide this, select View, Status Bar.

The first set of numbers (61°15'08" N...) represent the latitude & longitude coordinates of the
cursor. As you move the mouse across the map, these coordinates will be dynamically updated.
If the mouse is moved outside the rectangle that bounds the map, the coordinates will go blank.
The "Filters" section indicates whether the Filters are active or turned off.
The second numbers (1.435 : 1) are the "aspect ratio" or width divided by height, of the Map
Pane. This is displayed in order to assist you if you need the precise dimensions of the Map
Pane, for example if you are preparing to Publish an image to print on a photograph
The third set of numbers (551, 384) is the width and height, in pixels, of the Map Pane. This is
helpful if you are planning on printing the map as a photograph, and you need precise control
over the size. Matching the resolution of the output device will give you maximum quality.
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Map
The map of the world appears upon opening Map My Family Tree. Each time you select a country,
state or town from the tree on the left, that map will appear in the map view. To hide or display the
Map, select View, Map. You can also Navigate the map as well as change Map Options to create a
map that suits your style and needs.

Place Tree
The Place Tree is the hierarchical list of countries, states and towns on the left side of the screen.
With this option, you can choose to hide this section of the screen by selecting View, Tree.
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Data List or Person List
The Data List is the list box of persons and events at the bottom of the screen. You can choose to
show all of your places here or just those appearing on the current map in view. If you click on "All
events in...", you will see a list of all persons that had events in this particular country or state.
If you click on "Events on map", you will only see the subset of persons whose events occurred in
the portion of the map on which you have zoomed in.
The list can also be sorted by clicking at the top of any column. You may also choose to hide this
box to provide more space to view your map. To do this, select View, Data List.
The "RIN" means "Record Identification Number". It is the internally-assigned key of the person. It is
only available in certain programs, including PAF, Legacy, RootsMagic, and The Master
Genealogist. TMG numbers may differ due to Project issues.

Show Place Names
The names of the places can be quickly removed from the map by selecting View, Show Place
Names, or by pressing <Ctrl> Q. The red dots showing the locations of the Towns will remain.
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The Map
Map Options
The Map window shows the map of the countries or states where your ancestors lived.

Map Options
Map Styles
Map Styles allow you to modify various aspects of the maps, shown in the Map window.

A 'style' is a collection of attributes: fonts, colors, line widths, titles, etc. When you choose a style,
the same attributes are applied to the three levels of maps: World, Country and State.
Map My Family Tree comes with several styles already designed for your convenience. Feel free to
modify the styles, or create your own.
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To use a particular style, click on the arrow button to the right of the combo box:

Then click on 'Apply' or 'OK':

To overwrite a standard style, click on 'Save'. To create your own style, click on 'Save As...' and you
will be prompted for a new style name.
'Restore defaults' will restore the original settings for the style named in the combo box.

The following attributes are available in Map Styles:
· Font
Select the typeface, font size, attributes and color through this dialog.
When zooming in/out on the screen, the font size remains the same. This enables you to select
just the right scale so as many town names will appear as suits your purpose. When you print
the map, however, and increase the size of the map (by dragging the cursor) over several pages,
then the font (and all other aspects of the map) will increase.
Therefore, you can choose a really small font size (2 points), it will become legible if you tile the
chart over several pages, because the point size will be increased to a larger font.
“Mixed case” means a combination of upper and lower case, or however the data was originally
entered. “Upper Case” means all letters are forced to upper case.
“Show on Map” will determine whether the names appear or not. You can put more emphasis on
Town names by suppressing County or State names.
“Rotate” will print the County or State names on a slant so they fit as closely as possible to the
shape of the polygon or jurisdiction. If you uncheck this option, the State or County names will be
printed horizontally. If the size of the name is too large to fit in the polygon, it is suppressed.
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Rotate only applies to states within a country, or to counties within a state.

Sample Town name font:

Sample Persons font:
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· Fill Colors
It only takes four colors to guarantee that no two adjacent jurisdictions (countries, states,
counties) will have the same colors. Choose four colors that will be randomly distributed. The
percentage in the center refers to the transparency of the color. A high percentage means a
darker color. A low percentage means a more pale or pastel color. Light colors use less ink, and
improve the legibility of the text.
Click on the spin control (up/down arrows) to change the amount of transparency.
The ‘Style’ refers to solid colors, or hatch patterns. A hatch pattern is another way of lightening
up the color.
“Print hatch pattern if Town not specified” means that, if you have only specified the location of
an event to the County or State level, the jurisdiction will be filled with a hatch pattern. If you
have only specified the State or County where an event occurred, the State will be filled with a
hatch pattern when the Country map is displayed. Similarly, if you have specified the County
only, this County will be hatched when displaying the State.
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· Line
This refers to the line surrounding a jurisdiction (Country, state, etc). Also known as boundary or
border.
‘Style’ can be solid, dotted, dashed, etc.
‘Size’ is the width of the line (the boundary or border line), from thin to thick.
‘Color’ refers to the color you wish for your boundary or border lines. Click on ‘Custom’ to select
from a full range of colors.
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· Content - Title
A title can be printed at the top of the map. If you include “%State” in the title, the name of the
State will be substituted. "%Country" will be replaced with the name of the Country.
Ex: “Smiths of %State” will become “Smiths of Massachusetts” when the Massachusetts map is
displayed.
Format

State map

Country map

%State

Oregon

%Country

United States

United States

%State, %Country

Oregon, United States

United States
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· Content - Persons
The names of people, dates and types of events can be appended to the name of the Towns
when they are displayed on the map. Check "Visible" to activate the option, then check the
desired parts in any combination. Identical duplicate strings are discarded. For example, if you
select “Name only”, and the same person was born and married in a town, the name will only
appear once. If you select “Name & Event”, the name will appear twice.
Map My Family Tree will attempt to fit the combination of Town and Person names on the map. If
there is an overlap between one Town and another, one of them will be suppressed until you
zoom in, or reduce the font size, so there is enough room for both.
Use caution when displaying persons. When Towns are packed tightly together, there is limited
room to display long lists of people. Use the “Print Names” option instead.
Example:
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· Print Name List
This option will print a list of persons that appear on a map, on separate pages after the map.
You can specify the number of columns, margin sizes, orientation, and the fonts for place &
person names.
For technical reasons, the name list does not appear in the preview, although it will be printed on
separate pages following the map.

Decimal Degrees
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Will display latitude/longitude as DD.ddddº instead of DDº mm’ ss” (degrees-minutes-seconds).

Navigating the Map
When Navigating the map, you have the options to zoom in, zoom out, move the image anywhere
within the map window, and to restore the image to its original size.
Zoom In
“Zoom In” increases the size of the image, giving you a closer look at a part of the image.
To Zoom In, you can either:
· Click View, Zoom In.
· Move scroll bar (in the Toolbar) to the right.
· Select Zoom In
from the map toolbar and either (a) click on the map, or (b) draw a
rectangle around a region, while holding down the left mouse button. The dotted line is called a
"marquee".

· Zoom In pressing + in the numeric keypad.
· Use the Mouse Scroll Wheel and scroll up (towards you).
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Note that the fonts will not increase in size. This is to allow you to increase the space between
the Towns, and increase the amount of information that you can see. When printing, however,
the font size will scale up if you increase the size of the drawing.
While in Zoom In mode, if you hold down the <Ctrl> key, the cursor changes to Pan

.

If you hold down the <Shift> key, the cursor changes to Zoom Out

Zoom Out
“Zoom Out” decreases the size of the image, giving you a view of a larger section of the map.
You can also Zoom Out by:
· Click View, Zoom Out.
· Move scroll bar (in the Toolbar) to the left.
· Select Zoom Out
from the map toolbar and (a) click on the map, or (b) draw a rectangle
(marquee) around a region, while holding down the left mouse button.
· Zoom Out by pressing – (minus) on the numeric keypad.
· Use the Mouse Scroll Wheel and scroll down (away you).
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Pan
The Pan tool is in the shape of a hand. Panning means moving the image up or down, left or right.
To Pan, press down on the left mouse button, and move the cursor around.
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Restore
To reset the image to its original size, click on Restore, or press the <Home> key. The map will be
re-scaled to fit the Map window.

Displaying names
To momentarily display the names of the people that lived in a town, float the cursor above the town
and wait for a second. A 'balloon' or tooltip-style rectangle will appear, containing the names people
who had events in the town.

This will work with any type of cursor (zoom, pan, etc).
Right-click on town.
Right-click on a town placemarker to access views available on the Internet.

© 2010 Progeny Genealogy Inc.

Map My Family Tree

36

Scale, accuracy
Map My Family Tree uses vector-based maps. Vector maps consist of pairs of X-Y coordinates,
which describe the latitude and longitude of points along the border of a country or state. A line is
formed by joining the points together, kind of like connect-the-dots.
Vector graphics have several advantages over raster representation of images. A raster image
consists of many horizontal lines, divided into dots or pixels. As you zoom in to a raster image, the
pixels are revealed and the image becomes coarse.

Raster image close up

With vectors, in contrast, zooming reveals more detail. This results in a sharper, more accurate
image. The amount of computer time required to paint the map is proportional to the number of
points in the map. To improve performance, the amount of detail varies with the scale of the map. A
state map, for example, will contain more detail than the World map. Therefore the World map
should only be used up to a certain point, and will not contain more detail at extreme levels of zoom.
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Forward / Backward
To back up to a previous view, click on "View, Back" in the menu, or press <Ctrl> B, or click on the
Back button on the Tool Bar:

To go forward (after going Back), click on "View, Forward" in the menu, or press <Ctrl> F, or click on
the Forward button.

Filters
Filters, Placemarkers and Legend
Filters allow you to choose a subset of your data. Click on "Filter, "Add/Change" on the Menu bar to
either add filters or change an existing filter.
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Creating Filters
You can specify multiple criteria, which are evaluated one after the other. As soon as an event
satisfies one criterion, it is displayed on the map. If an event does not satisfy any criteria, it will not
be displayed on the map.

Within a filter, an event must match or satisfy all activated criteria to be eligible. In other words,
criteria inside one filter are "AND", separate filters are "OR".

1. Click on "Add" to start the Filter Wizard.

If you choose "Selecting from a list", you will be able to select individual persons from a list box.
If you choose "Search string", you can select by name.
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2. Selecting from a list.
The left list box shows all the people available (but not yet) selected for inclusion in the filter.
The right list box shows people already selected. Click on ">>" to move everyone from the left
to the right list. Click on "<<" to empty the selected list.
">" Moves the person(s) that have been selected. Hold down the <Ctrl> key for multiple
selections.
Double-clicking on a person will move them to the other list.

Once a person is selected, his/her Ancestors or Descendants can all be moved in one
operation. Specify the starting and ending generation number, then click on the "Ancestor" or
"Descendant" button to move the ancestors (or descendants) from the left to the right column.
"Include Siblings" will include the brothers and sisters of the direct ancestors.
The type-ahead box at the top allows you to quickly find a person by typing the first few
characters of their surname, followed by their given name.
Tip: To select a person's Ancestors and Descendants, first move all his or her Ancestors to the
selected list box. Then, move the person back to the unselected list, and select the
Descendants.
3. Selecting by name.
Specify the name, or name parts, that you wish to include. "Ken" will include all names containing
"ken" (Kennedy, Kendall, Kenworth, etc).
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4. Selecting by Gender.

5. Selecting by Date.
Check the "Filter by date" box to activate this part of the filter. Enter the start and end dates. Only
events that occurred within this time span will be displayed.

6. Selecting by Event Type.
All the different event types from your family history data base will be available. Check all event
types to include all events.
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7. Placemarkers.
Placemarkers ("dots" or "Town dots") are the images that will be used to mark the Towns where
events occurred that match the filters.

You can select from a pre-defined list of three geometric shapes and six colors, or icons of
various objects.
You can also use your own images as placemarkers, or use images from other sources (Microsoft
Office, etc.)
Click "Use custom placemarker" to associate your own custom image with the filter. Browse to the
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folder that contains the image, then click on the file.
The "transparent color" is a color which will be invisible when the placemarker is displayed on
the map. Use this color to fill the area around the image. The image will show up as a cutout,
blending in with the map. You don't have to use a transparent color; however, your placemarker
will be appear surrounded by a white rectangle.
The transparent color can be anything you want. Simply use a color that does not otherwise
appear in your image. Magenta (RGB 255, 0, 255 or #FF00FF) is the default.
The "Place marker size" is the size of the image, in pixels, on the map. This allows you to
override the size of the original image. This is useful if you want to increase the size of the map
when printing. If you tile the map over several pages, all the attributes (fonts, placemarkers) will
be increased in size. If you start with a small placemarker (12 pixels), increasing the size will
cause it to appear with ragged, staircase edges. If, on the other hand, you assign a large image
(100 pixels), it will have a better shape when expanded, while still appearing small on the screen.
8. Filter Legend.
Assign a description to your filter. This will appear in the dialog that lists a summary of the filters.

This description will also appear in the legend in the map.

To move the legend around, click on the legend rectangle with the mouse, and drag it to the
desired position. The font and line style can be changed in the Map Styles dialog.
9. When you have completed the criteria of your filter, click "Finish" to display a summary of your
filters.
Click "Close" to see an updated map view that reflects your filter selection.
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Check/uncheck the box in the left column to temporarily activate or disable a filter without deleting it.
Activating Filters.
To apply your filters, click on "Filter, Activate", or press <Ctrl> T. This will sift the places so that only
persons and events that match one of the filters will be displayed.
Click on a filter, then click on "Up" or "Dn" to change the sequence in which a filter is tested.
The legend will display when the filter is on, and if "Show on map" is checked in the Fonts/Legend
dialog.
When Time Scrolling is turned on, the Towns whose placemarkers are outside the range will be
'grayed out' or dimmed, appearing in a lighter color.

Time Scrolling
Time Scrolling
How to use the Time Scrolling toolbar.
The Time Scrolling toolbar allows you to dynamically select which time period is displayed on the
map.
Normally, all events from all time periods in your family history are displayed on the map.
Turn "Time scrolling" on by clicking on the button at the left of the scroll bar:

The numbers on the right ("1969-1989") indicate which period is active. You can change the active
time period by sliding the thumbtrack left or right.
Towns where events occurred within the time period, show up as red dots. Towns that are outside
the time period appear as white dots (or disappear, depending on the options you have chosen). If
multiple events occurred in a town, the town will be displayed if any event is within the time span.
When Filter is in effect, the placemarkers of the Towns outside the time period, will appear dimmed
or grayed out.
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As you slide the thumbtrack, you will see the towns "twinkling" to show the movements, voyages
and migrations of your ancestors.
Time Scrolling options
Click on "Map, Time Scrolling Options" to change your options:

You can override the Start and End dates. The dates default to the earliest and latest dates in your
family history file. If you see a strange year, less than 100, it could be due to having entered an age
(instead of a date) in the date of someone's event.
The "Time span" is the number of years that bracket the criteria. For example, if you set the Time
span to 20 years, and slide the scroll bar to 1900, Map My Family Tree will display all towns that had
events between 1900 and 1920. (Yes that's 21 years, but it's easier to grasp). A large time span will
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translate into a wide thumbtrack. A short time span will correspond to a narrow thumbtrack.
"Show towns outside time span" determines how towns whose events fall outside the time span, are
displayed. If it is checked, towns whose events occur either before or after the time span, will be
marked by a white circle. If it is unchecked, the towns will disappear completely when Time Scrolling
is active.
"Restore" will reset the start/end years to the earliest and latest dates, respectively, in your file.

Internet: MapQuest, Google Maps, Google Earth
Internet: MapQuest, Google Maps, Google Earth
Map My Family Tree provides convenient access to some of the most popular Internet map sites:
MapQuest, Google Maps, Google Earth and TerraServer USA.
TerraServer USA is available for the United States only. It is a data base of black & white aerial
photographs, and topographic maps, from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). TerrasServer USA
offers superior coverage for many rural areas.
The Internet services are accessed in slightly different ways.
· MapQuest, Google Maps, TerraServer USA.
MapQuest and Google Maps display their results through your Internet browser. MapQuest
and Google Maps use Latitude/Longitude coordinates. You must select a specific town in order
for MapQuest and Google Maps to be available.
Example:

· Google Earth.
To use Google Earth, you must download and install a small application. Google Earth is
always available. When launched, it creates a view that corresponds to the map in your Map
Pane, except when right-clicking the Place Tree. In this case, Map My Family Tree gives
Google Earth the coordinates of the selected town.
Access is available in different ways.
1. From the menu (see above). Press <Ctrl> G for a keyboard shortcut to Google Earth.
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2. Right-clicking on a place in the Place Tree:

Note: When right-clicking the Place Tree, MapQuest and Google Earth can be accessed even for
unknown or ambiguous towns, because in this situation Map My Family Tree will use the name of
the place to launch a query. Google Earth will launch a view of the current Map Pane.
3. From the Gazetteer. Again, MapQuest and Google Maps require that you click on a specific town.

4. From the Toolbar:
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Notes on Google Earth.
· Clear the Google temporary places between each launch, if you don't want the places to be
superimposed. Right-click on "Temporary Places / MAPMYT~1.KML" and choose "Delete".

[****]
· When exiting Google Earth, always discard the contents of your "Temporary Places" folder.
Answer "No" to the following prompt:

If you answer "Yes", the results of this session will be superimposed on future queries, resulting
in multiple labels appearing for the same town. If this problem occurs, you can clean up previous
maps by right-clicking on "My Places / MAPMYT~1.KML" from within Google Earth:
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Choose "Delete". Do not click on "Temporary Places / MAPMYT~1.KML", which is the current set
of place markers. Map My Family Tree endeavors to clean up its places in "My Places" every
time Google Earth is launched.
· If you have chosen to display peoples' names in the map, they will also appear in the Google
Earth view. To display names and event info, click on "Map, Map Styles", "Persons" tab, check
"Visible":

View from Map My Family Tree:
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5. Right-click on any town or city on the map, and select the Internet service:
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Gazetteer
Gazetteer
Progeny Genealogy has compiled a one-of-a-kind gazetteer or dictionary of over three-million
geographical names from around the world along with their unique latitude and longitude. Using this
gazetteer, Map My Family Tree will Geo-Code or pinpoint every location in your genealogy data file
and identify any place name inaccuracies.
Just as a spell checker allows you to add new words to its data file, Map My Family Tree will allow
you to customize your gazetteer of place names. You may easily add locations that no longer exist
or personalized place name descriptions such as «Grandpa’s Homestead».
This gazetteer is also a powerful stand-alone tool for you to see if a place name currently exists and
identify its longitude and latitude reference points so you can find it on a map.
Tip: Map My Family Tree includes a built in link to MapQuest, Google Maps, Google Earth and
TerraServer USA. Select a place name from the results list in the Gazetteer, click on the
Internet button and select a Web site of your choice to see a current map for that place.
Note: You must have an Internet connection for this option to work.
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The places are sorted alphabetically within state, within country. In the example above, first the
Berwicks in Australia are displayed, then Canada, then England, etc. all the way down to the United
States. Within the United States, first Alabama is displayed, then Illinois, Iowa, etc.
Use this handy tool to look up the name of any place in the world. The Gazetteer will show you the
correct name, along with its geographic location. When adding a place name to your family data file,
check it here first to make sure it is correct.
When you are using the program, simply right click on the bold place name in the left pane:
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If you select Suggest Replacement from the drop list, the Progeny Gazetteer window will open to
the search tab.
NOTE: If the place name in the left pane is not displayed in bold typeface the entry is correct.
These places will be displayed only when Sort Geographically and Show All are selected.

Search Tab
To search for a place name:
1. Enter the name of a place in the Place field.
2. Click Find.
If the place name you enter does not have all the geographic details, the gazetteer may find
several places with that name.

NOTE: In the event that you do not have the check for misspelled place names turned on (see
"Misspelled places" in your Display Options) you will see "Click here for possible alternatives..." at
the end of the results list. By clicking on this text, the search will be performed again looking for
other places which may be close in spelling but were not included in the original search. This may or
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may not return additional results.
Internet
Click on a place in the list of Official Places, then click on the Internet button, and select MapQuest
(or Google Maps, Google Earth, TerraServer USA) to view a map of the selected location (Internet
connection required).
Add to Map
This option will add the selected place to your map. Even though none of your ancestors may have
lived there, it can enhance the map to display state or country capitals, or other places that may
have been significant to your family history.
To add to map, simply click on the selected place, then click on "Add to Map".
To remove a place that you added with this option, right-click on it in the Place Tree, and select
"Remove".

Adding custom places:
1. Right click on a place in the place list that you would like to create a custom place name for,
and select Suggest Replacement.
2. Highlight one of the towns or communities provided that is nearest your custom place (this is
creating an association).
3. Click on Add Custom Place button at the bottom.
4. If you know the Latitude and Longitude of the exact place, enter the coordinates.
5. Click Add, Close and Update Geo-code.
At first it will appear as Ambiguous but if you close and reopen the file, it will appear where it should,
with a dot on the map and the people associated with that place in the data list.

Add/Remove Tab
This is where you can customize the Gazetteer. You may prefer your own format for place names.
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Here the Official Place is Hanover, Lower Saxony, Germany. Note that the latitude and longitude
are included. Now you can type in the Custom Place field the name that you prefer to use, such as
simply Hanover. Any future audits will not show the data entry “Hanover” as an error.
You can also add new place names.

Here we have added a special place name, including latitude and longitude (not required). This
feature can also be used to include old place names that are no longer in use. If you supply
coordinates (latitude / longitude), the Custom Place will appear on the map.
To remove a place name from the Add/Remove List:
1. Highlight the name.
2. Click the Remove button.
You can also get to this function from the main screen:
1. Right click on a place name.
2. Select Add to Gazetteer from the menu list.

Ignore List Tab
Here you can view any place names you have decided to remove from your own error list. When
you update the Geo-Code, those place names will not be reported as errors.
The difference between "Custom Place", and "Ignore", is that Custom Places are real places that
are not in the Gazetteer, whereas Ignore are words that are not places, such as an occupation,
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Social Security Number, etc. Note that this information is best stored in the Description of the event.

To add a place name to the Ignore List:
1. Right click on the bold place name in the left pane of the main screen.
2. Select Add to Ignore List.

To remove a place name from the Ignore List:
1. Highlight the place name in the list.
2. Click the Remove button

Abbreviations Tab
Many researchers use abbreviations to save time. You can customize the Gazetteer to recognize
your abbreviations. The abbreviations will be substituted before the place is geo-coded, which
insures it will be correctly interpreted. For example, if you have used non-standard shorthand for a
country, every time your code is encountered, it will be translated to the standard expression, and
the correct name will be passed to the parser. Ex: "Swz" replaced by "Switzerland".
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Suggest Replacement
This is the tool you may find yourself using most often.
To suggest a replacement name:
1. From the Place Tree, point to a place that shows an error (bold place name).
2. Right click and select Suggest Replacement from the menu list.

This will take you to the gazetteer entry for that place name.
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Keep in mind that the Results field displays a suggested replacement. If you wish to use that official
place name, you can simply copy and paste it into your data file.
If you prefer to leave your data unchanged, you can simply:
1. Highlight the correct item in the Results field.
2. Click on the Add Custom Place button.
The next time you perform an audit of your data by Geo-Coding, that place will no longer be
reported as an error.

Back-up Custom Place Files
Map My Family Tree has a system in place to restore your Custom Places in case of a crash while
using the program. (As of v 1.3) The program will notice there has been a problem, and ask you if
you want to use the backed up files.
It is a good idea to occasionally make a manual backup of these files, here is the location:
1. C:\Documents and Settings\USERLOGINNAME\Application Data\Progeny\Map My Family
Tree
2. Copy this folder for your backup.
To restore these, replace this folder with your backed up version. Be sure that the program is closed
before you do this.
When going this route your program will restore to the settings of your last backup when you restart
the program.

Printing, Previewing & Publishing
Publish An Image
The Publish feature makes it easy to share your map view with others by allowing you to save them
in JPG, GIF, BMP, PNG and TIFF formats.
To publish an image:
· From the File menu, select Publish, Image, and one of the five image formats.

For 'line art' images, such as maps, the GIF and PNG formats offer the best combination of
compactness and quality. BMP and TIFF are lossless (no bits are dropped), and offer the highest
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level of quality. JPG is better suited for 'continuous tone' images (photographs), and is 'lossy' (some
bits are dropped to increase compactness, but the effect is not noticeable).
After selecting an image format, the Save As dialog box will then open. This will allow you to save
the file for further use.

After clicking on Save, you will be prompted for a pixel size. This will allow you to choose the best
combination of image size and quality. The width and height are linked: if you change one, the other
will change proportionately. Enter the desired width or height (but not both), and press <Tab>.

What is the difference between pixels and inches? What will be the dimensions of the image, in
inches?
Every output device, such as a printer or monitor, has an attribute called resolution, measured in
pixels per inch. This is the number of dots, or picture elements, that can be painted in one inch of
paper or screen.
When you print or display an image, the size of the image is equal to the pixels divided by the
resolution (pixels per inch). For example, if an image is 600 pixels wide, and it is printed on a printer
with a resolution of 300 pixels or dots per inch (dpi), the size will be 2 inches:
600 pix. ÷ 300 dpi = 2"
© 2010 Progeny Genealogy Inc.

Map My Family Tree

59

The same image, printed on a 600 dpi printer, would be 1 inch:
600 pix. ÷ 600 dpi = 1"
If the map is to be displayed on your web site, a width of 640 or 800 pixels is a good size. Some
WalMart stores use a Noritsu photo printer with a resolution of 320 dpi. To print an 8" × 10" photo,
the image should be 3200 pixels wide by 2560 pixels high:
320 dpi × 10" width = 3200 pixels
320 dpi × 8" height = 2560 pixels
To get exactly the right proportions, adjust the width of the Map Pane by positioning the cursor over
the left or bottom border, holding down the left mouse button, and dragging the border until the
aspect ratio (in the status bar) is the desired amount. For an 8" × 10" photo, that would be 1.25
10" ÷ 8" = 1.25
The size of the Map Pane is displayed in the right part of the Status Bar.
Aspect ratio, pixel width and
height

Publish PDF Document
This option allows you to publish or print your map as a PDF document. The Adobe PDF Reader (or
other PDF reader) is necessary to display the resulting file.
To publish a PDF document:
· From the File menu, select Publish, PDF Document.

You will be prompted for the paper size, orientation and margin sizes:
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If you choose "Custom" paper size, you can directly specify the width or the height. The other
dimension will be adjusted to maintain the aspect ratio (the proportion of width to height). Overriding
the size is convenient if you wish to print at another site on a large-format printer.

You will then be prompted for a file name to which to save the document. Map My Family Tree will
save the map as a PDF document, and launch the PDF viewer. The PDF file can be copied to
external media (floppy disk, USB memory stick), or emailed, for printing on a large-format printer
such as a plotter. Click here for a Kinko's near you.
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Note: There is currently a restriction that prevents hatching patterns from being printed in the PDF
format.
If the image of the map appears too small in the PDF document, re-size the Map Pane so the
aspect ratio on the screen is closer to the proportions of the paper size. Ex: For 8½" × 14", the
landscape aspect ratio would be 14 ÷ 8.5 = 1.65.

Print Setup
The Page Setup dialog box allows you to make some basic changes to your page before choosing
to send your image to the printer.
To access the Page Setup dialog box:
· Click on Print Setup in the File menu.
· There is also a Page Setup button on the Preview dialog box which can be accessed by either
selecting Print Preview or Print in the File menu.

Here you can:
· Set your Paper Size and Source.
· Select either Portrait or Landscape orientation.
· Set your page Margins.
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· Change printers.

Printing, Print Preview
Map My Family Tree allows you to print the map you have displayed in the map view. There are
three ways to do this:
· Use the Print command under the File menu.
OR
· Select the printer icon from the map toolbar.
OR
· Type Ctrl+P.
When you print a map, a Preview dialog box will appear and you will have the option to change the
page setup and orientation before you print.
The preview is always displayed so you will have the opportunity to insure the map is printed exactly
as you prefer.
Your Preview dialog box will now open with a preview of your image. You will then be able to
change the orientation of the image on the page by centering it or fitting it to one page. The Portrait
and Landscape options have the same effect as changing the paper orientation in your printer setup
options. You can then select Print to send your image to the printer or close and go back to Map My
Family Tree.

Center image
Will center your map on the page.
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Fit to one page
This option will increase or decrease the size of your map so it will fit exactly on one page.
Note: If you change from Landscape to Portrait, it may be necessary to click on this button again.
Portrait and Landscape buttons
Selects Portrait or Landscape mode. This has the same effect as changing the paper orientation in
your printer setup options.
To increase the size of the map, place the mouse over the square at the bottom right of the image,
and drag the mouse downwards. The map will spread over several pages. The pages can be tiled
and assembled to form an enormous map.
Map My Family Tree will leave a margin around the paper, to allow you to paste the pages together.
The font sizes of the Town, State, Country names will increase proportionately as you drag the
mouse downwards.

When you are happy with how your image looks, select the Print button. This will bring up the Print
dialog box where you can choose the print range and the number of copies you would like.
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Results of the Audit
Analyzing the Data
Once you know your way around the program (See Getting Started) and can operate all the buttons,
it is time to get practical. This section explains how you can use Map My Family Tree to make your
place name data correct and consistent allowing you to find them more accurately on the map.
Map My Family Tree is an elegant tool that provides you with accurate information. You must
examine the results, make correct selections from the suggestions offered and decide whether to
change your data entry or leave it.

Error Types
There are eight types of errors that Map My Family Tree looks for. Only the errors selected in
Preferences will be audited, and only the errors found in the audit will be displayed here.
The eight error types are:

· Misspelled: The program has found some place names that are spelled incorrectly, or have
letters transposed. (example: Knetville, Nova Scotia should be Kentville, Kings County, Nova
Scotia, Canada).
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· Ambiguous: The program has found some place names that may refer to several different
locations. You will have to decide which, if any of them, is the correct location for the event.
(example: Bock, New Kent County, Virginia, United States or Bock, Mille Lacs County,
Minnesota, United States) Note: Ambiguous will also appear if there are duplicate names
found in the Gazetteer, and the program is unable to distinguish between them.
· Wrong Jurisdiction: The place exists, but not in that specified location. (example: Cookeville,
Francis County, Tennessee, United States will show that this contains the wrong county name,
and suggest Cookeville, Putnam County, Tennessee, United States)
· Unknown Places: There are no possible matches to the official place in the Gazetteer.
· Incomplete: The program has found place names that describe a town, but are missing some
other information, such as county, state or country. (example: Aken is a town, but the full place
name should be Aken, Halle, Germany)
· Non-Specific: The program has found place names that are missing a town. (example: If the
place name is entered as Kings County, Nova Scotia this will bring up the correct format, Kings
County, Nova Scotia, Canada. This listing suggests that further research is necessary to
determine the town name)
· Missing Commas: The program has found an exact match, but one or more commas are
missing. (example: Aberdeen Brown County OH US should be corrected to show Aberdeen,
Brown County, Ohio, United States
· Events without a place: The program has found some events in the data file that have no
place name associated with them.
NOTE: Map My Family Tree can only report whether the place you have listed in your data file
matches a legitimate location in the Gazetteer list, and is formatted correctly. The program cannot
determine if the data entry is correct.
To sort by error type:
1. Select Sort by Error Type in the left drop list on the main screen.
2. In the left side of the Place Tree View, click on the word Incomplete.

Under the map you will see a list populated with people and the corresponding event that have this
error. You will also see the RIN (where applicable), name and date of the event, and the place name
as you have entered it in your data file.
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To view the list of locations containing the error:
1. Click on the plus sign next to the word Incomplete.
This will give you a list of the locations that have errors. Once again, under the map, you will find a
list populated with people and the corresponding events that have this error.

Now you know exactly where you might want to make corrections, identified by the RIN (where
applicable), Name, Event, Date and Place.
To sort geographically:
1. Select Sort Geographically in the left drop list on the main screen.
2. In the left side of the Place Tree, click on one of the countries, for example, United States.
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Under the map you will now see a list populated with names from your data file that have an error in
this country or region. You will also see the RIN (where applicable), name and date of the event,
and the place name as you entered it in your data file.
To view the list of locations containing the error:
1. Click on the plus sign next to the country.
2. Highlight one of the places.
This will give you a list of the locations that have errors. Once again, under the map you will find a
list populated with people and the corresponding events that have this error.

Determining Corrections
Once you have determined that a place name is incorrect the Gazetteer will suggest a replacement
if it can. You also have the choice of adding a non-standard name to the Gazetteer (e.g. historical
place name), or you can add to a special Ignore list so the error will not be reported again.
To have Map My Family Tree suggest a replacement:
1. Right click on one of the Errors in the left side of the Place Tree.
This will bring up the following dialog box:

2. Click on Suggest Replacement.
You will see the Gazetteer dialog:
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The place names are sorted alphabetically within state, within country.
This is where you have to step in and make some decisions. Usually the results screen will show
you the correct replacement for the incorrect entry, but sometimes you will have to do some more
research to determine which, if any of the suggested replacements is correct.
In this example, there are two possibilities, and neither is exactly the same as the place name from
your data file. Notice that each has the latitude and longitude, so you may look up the town on a
map or atlas.
Tip: Map My Family Tree includes a built in link to MapQuest. Select a place name from the
results list in the Gazetteer and click on the MapQuest button to see a current map for that
place. Note: You must have an Internet connection for this option to work.
NOTE: In the event that you do not have the check for misspelled place names turned on (see
"Misspelled places" in your Display Options) you will see "Click here for possible alternatives..." at
the end of the results list. By clicking on this text, the search will be performed again looking for
other places which may be close in spelling but were not included in the original search. This
may or may not return additional results.
Adding to the Ignore List
Select this function when you see a non-standard place name that you do not want identified as an
error. For example, you may wish to keep the place name unchanged in your data file.
To add to the Ignore List:
1. Right click on the desired place name in the left side of the Place Tree.
2. Select Add to Ignore List.
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You can also perform the same task by:
1. Selecting the place marked as an error.
2. Click on Gazetteer in the menu bar.
3. Click on Add to Ignore List.

That will open the Gazetteer to the Ignore List tab, and the name of that place will appear in the
Ignore List.

The program will prompt you to Geo-Code. The next time you update the Geo-Coding, that place
will no longer be reported as an error.
Note: It is best to store professions in the "Description" field, instead of the place.
To remove a place from the Ignore List:
· Select the place name and click on the Remove button.
Adding to the Gazetteer
Instead of asking Map My Family Tree to ignore a place name that you do not wish to change, you
can simply add that place name to your Gazetteer.
To add a place to the gazetteer:
1. Right click on that name and select Add to Gazetteer.
You can also perform the same task by:
1. Select the place.
2. Click on Gazetteer in the menu bar.
3. Click on Add to Gazetteer.
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This will open the Gazetteer dialog at the Add/Remove tab. The place name you selected will
display in the Custom Place field. If that is the correct place name, simply click the Add button. The
program will prompt you to Geo-Code. The next time you update the Geo-Coding, that place will no
longer be reported as an error.
TIP: Even though a custom name is added to your Gazetteer, and it no longer shows up as an
error, you can still view the correct official name. Just right click on the place name and select
Suggest Replacement.
To edit or remove a custom place from the Gazetteer:
1. Highlight the Place Name in the Gazetteer dialog
2. Click on the Edit button or the Remove button.
What is the difference between "Ignore" and "Add to Gazetteer"?
"Ignore" is used for expressions that are not a place.
"Add to Gazetteer" is used for expressions that are places, but not found in Gazetteer.

How to Keep your Data Correct
Periodically open your family data file in Map My Family Tree, to see if any new errors show up. If
you run the program and there are no errors, you know you are doing a great job with your data
entry.
When you have new data to enter, check the place name in the Gazetteer first, to be sure it is the
correct name, and properly formatted.

Report
Map My Family Tree provides two report formats:
1. A detailed audit report of all findings for a) any geographical region you select, or b) all records
in your data file.
2. A quick print option that reports only those items of interest from the Gazetteer.
Audit Report
To see a report of the findings of Map My Family Tree you can do one of the following:
· Right click on the place name, and select Report.

© 2010 Progeny Genealogy Inc.

Map My Family Tree

71

· Highlight the place name and click on the Report icon in the toolbar.

· Select File, Places Report from the menu bar (or CTRL+R).
This will open the Report Options dialog:

NOTE: You may choose to create a report for a single selected place name,or several selected
place names, or a longer report for all the place names found in your data file.
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TIP: This report is prepared as an HTML file to produce a presentable format.
Quick Print
The Progeny Gazetteer dialog displays a Quick Print button on each screen. This offers a handy
way to take a report with you for further research.

© 2010 Progeny Genealogy Inc.

Map My Family Tree

Notice that even though the latitude and longitude are not visible in the dialog window without
scrolling, the full information is printed in the report.
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Correcting your data file
Making Corrections
Map My Family Tree will allow you to copy and paste corrections from the Gazetteer directly into
your genealogy database program. To take advantage of this capability you need to first organize
your computer desktop
If you prefer to use the results of the audit to manually make changes to your data file at a later
time, you can print an error report or get a quick print of suggested corrections from the Gazetteer.

Step 1: Organize Your Computer Desktop
While Map My Family Tree is open, you need to open your genealogy program in a second window
on your desktop.
Note: If you are using Family Tree Maker® , the option to open your *.ftw or *.ftm file in Family
Tree Maker® and Map My Family Tree is not available.
Then, open your data file so that you can switch back and forth between Map My Family Tree and
your data file as you enter your corrections. This capability is not available for Family Tree Maker,
which opens the FTW file in exclusive mode and does not permit other applications to share it.
TIP: Alt+tab will switch back and forth between two active windows, very handy when you are
copying from one and pasting to the other.
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Note: Refer to the name (or RIN) of a subject in the Data List of Map My Family Tree. Open that
subject in your data file. Switch back to Map My Family Tree.

Step 2: Open the Gazetteer Window
To open the gazetteer window:
1. Right click on the highlighted place name in the left pane.
2. Select Suggest Replacement.
TIP: Click on the title bar of the Progeny Gazetteer dialog box, and drag it to the right and down
so that the names in the subject list are visible.

Step 3: Make the Correction
Under the Gazetteer Search tab:
1. Right click on the correct town in the Place column.
2. Choose Copy (or Ctrl+C).
In your genealogy program:
1. Open your data file to edit the event that contains this place.
2. Select (highlight) the incorrect place entry.
3. Paste the correction. (or Ctrl+V)

Making Global Changes
With PAF and some other genealogy programs, you can make Global Changes to your data file.
This can be a big timesaver when you have many entries from the same geographic location, but
you have to be careful. Here is how to do it in PAF 5.
To make global changes in your data file:
TIP: Before you use the Global Search and Replace feature, make a backup copy of the .paf
file. The program will not ask you to confirm each change. Nor can you undo the changes
afterwards.
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1. From the PAF Tools menu, select Global Search and Replace.
2. From the Search and Replace Text in the drop-down box, select the type of global change
that you want to make.
3. In the Search For field, type the text as it currently appears in the .paf file.
WARNING: Use caution when you type information in the Search For field, especially when you
want to spell out abbreviations. If you search for "IL" the program finds every place-name that
contains "il" anywhere in a word. You may want to use spaces, commas (,), and periods (.) to
indicate the beginning or ending of a word. You may also want to use the Case Sensitive
Search option.
TIP: Case sensitive means that the search will consider uppercase and lowercase letters. If, for
example, the search is case sensitive and you look for Mexico, the search will not find mexico.
4. In the Replace With field, type or copy the new text (i.e. place name) that you want to change
to.
To print a report that lists all of the records that were changed in your data file:
1. Check Create Report of Records Changed (using your genealogy program).
2. Click OK.

How to find your genealogy file
Can't find your file?
Can't find your file? "Missing" people?
If you have recently added people to your data base, and Map My Family Tree doesn't seem to find
them, this could be an indication that you are looking at a different, older file.
To confirm that you have opened the latest file, display the file information from your genealogy
program.
· Family Tree Maker® 2007 and earlier
Click on "Help, About Family Tree Maker".
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The "Save directory" is where your current FTM file is located. Make sure you are opening the
same file with Map My Family Tree.
To copy/paste this file name, click on "Advanced", which will open up a copy of the FTM
configuration file in Notepad.

Select the text after "LastFile=", copy to the Clipboard, then paste it in the File/Open dialog of Map
My Family Tree. This should enable you to open the correct file. (Close your Family Tree Maker
file before opening it with Map My Family Tree).
· Legacy
Click on "Help, General Information" to display the name & folder of your genealogy file:

The name is next to "Family File Path". It can be selected, copied & pasted in the File/Open dialog
of Map My Family Tree.
· Personal Ancestral File
Click on "File, Properties". The file name is titled "Location":
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Glossary
Glossary
Aspect ratio
Width of image or page, divided by height.
Gazetteer
A geographical dictionary, listing every place location in alphabetical order, along with its latitude
and longitude.
GEDCOM
A flexible, uniform format for exchanging computerized genealogical data. GEDCOM is an acronym
for GEnealogical Data Communication.
Geo-Coding
The process of analyzing a place name to find its exact geographical location.
Latitude
The angular distance north or south from the earth's equator measured through 90 degrees North or
South.
Longitude
The angular distance from the great circle of reference called the Prime Meridian (in Greenwich,
England), measured as 180 degrees East or West.
Meridian
A line circling the Earth, running through the North & South Poles.
Parallel
A line of latitude circling the globe, parallel to the equator. (example: The boundary between
western Canada and the United States lies along the 49th parallel).
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